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Meet Author
Kevin Wilson
Monday, Apr 24th | 7pm 
Dag Hammarskjold Middle School

We’re excited to announce that the title of the 
book for 2023’s One Book One Wallingford 
is Now Is Not the Time to Panic by Kevin 
Wilson! Join us to meet Kevin as he discusses 
his New York Times bestselling book. Copies 
of the book will be available for purchase and 
signing at the event.

Register online for a seat or Zoom link: 
walpublib.org/OBOW2023

Art Therapy: Healing through Creativity
Tuesday, Mar 7th | 7-8:30pm | Zoom 
Click to register
Clinical Licensed Art Therapist Briana Benn-Mirandi 
will present a brief history of the field of art therapy, as 
well as its benefits, particularly for children and teens. 
Briana will share examples of art from client sessions and 
answer questions you may have about creativity-based 
mental health treatments for all ages.

http://walpublib.org/OBOW2023
http://bit.ly/3RLK0RV


Wallingford Public Library
200 North Main Street, Wallingford, CT 06492

(203) 265-6754  |  wallingfordlibrary.org 
Library Director: Jane Fisher 

Words, a publication of the Wallingford Public Library, is sent electronically to members 
of the Wallingford Public Library Association. Words is edited by Publicity and Public 
Services Librarian, Christopher Ciemniewski from contributions by library staff members. 

Become a member of the Wallingford Public Library Association: 

The Wallingford Public Library relies on member contributions in addition to funding it 
receives from the Town of Wallingford. We hope you will support the Library by becoming 
a member of the Wallingford Public Library Association. 

Your support helps ensure that the Library will continue to be a dynamic hub that serves 
and inspires individuals and families throughout our community. To join the Wallingford 
Public Library Association, visit our website or request a membership envelope at the 
Library. WORDS, a publication of the Wallingford Public Library, is sent electronically 
to members of the Wallingford Public Library Association. As a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization, we are also eligible to accept a bequest from your estate plan. 
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Word of Mouth - Staff Picks!

Eve Bites Back
by Anna Beer
Chris C.
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Stay-Connected!
Words is the Wallingford Public Library’s monthly 
newsletter of events. Each month, the first 
50 copies are printed in color followed by an 
unlimited printing in grayscale. 

View the current issue in color on 
our website using this QR code 
or at the following link:
walpublib.org/3iVmOjB

Register for events online through 
our digital calendar of events: 
walpublib.org/3KijyK2

Never Miss
an Event!

Join our email list to receive personalized emails 
so you never miss the events that interest you 
the most: walpublib.org/3BDXaXB

Follow us on social media for more news, 
events, and photos: @WallingfordLibrary 
on Facebook and @WalPubLib on Twitter and 
Instagram.

How To Find What 
You’re Not Looking For

by Veera Hiranandani
Kristina G.

Nine Liars
by Maureen Johnson

Kayleigh S.

Infobase Learning Cloud 
provides technology training and 
professional development classes 
for students and educators. 
Classes are integrated with 

Blackboard so that instructors may link presentations. Highlights include 
Microsoft Office, Adobe Creative Cloud,  and Tableau Essentials. 

https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27203451?searchId=13992910&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b26820237?searchId=13990338&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/1c4fec9e-f8b4-b216-2175-ec9471578e47/Home?searchId=13972090&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://walpublib.org/3iVmOjB
https://walpublib.org/3KijyK2
https://walpublib.org/3BDXaXB
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A Few Words on...

Creating a Panic!

Help us generate “panic” and excitement for 
One Book One Wallingford 2023—just like the 
Coalfield Panic from Kevin Wilson’s novel, Now Is 
Not The Time To Panic! Pick up some flyers across 
from the Check-Out Desk and spread them around 
town. Post the flyers at your favorite Wallingford 
locations and businesses (with permission!) and 
spread the word that “The Edge is a Shantytown!”

Share pics on Facebook and Instagram of any flyers 
you find using the hashtag #WeAreFugitives

Help us create 
     a “panic” for 

There are three poster designs to choose from currently, but we will be adding more poster designs by 
local artists and other community members soon! Full-size artist posters will be available to view in 
the library’s front foyer in the weeks leading up to Kevin Wilson’s visit. Attend the library’s poster making program on 
Mar 16th for Teens (see page 14) and Mar 22nd for adults (see page 13) to add your own design to the mix! 

More info on OBOW events here: walpublib.org/OBOW

BOOK SELLER
WALLINGFORD            PUBLIC LIBRARY

Welcome to the The Book Seller—the popular used book store at the back 
of the library—has opened a small annex in the main lobby 
near the book return. The shelves have a sampling of trade 
paperback fiction. All items are $2.00 each and payment is 
on the honor system. Just put the exact payment amount in 
the slot of the box on the shelf. 

We also encourage everyone to visit the Book Seller and 
“check out” the wide variety of fiction and non fiction 
books, CDs, and DVDs for children, teens, and adults 
available to purchase at very low prices. Visit the library 
website for more information abou the Book Seller: 
walpublib.org/bookseller

https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/d3e21a0b-7e98-4819-5c4c-0e638ca4987e/Home?searchId=13889298&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
http://walpublib.org/OBOW
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/d3e21a0b-7e98-4819-5c4c-0e638ca4987e/Home?searchId=13889298&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/d3e21a0b-7e98-4819-5c4c-0e638ca4987e/Home?searchId=13889298&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
http://walpublib.org/bookseller


Check out these other films directed or produced by Ryan Coogler:
If you’re viewing this newsletter digitally, you can click any of the film posters on this page to view them in the catalog.If you’re viewing this newsletter digitally, you can click any of the film posters on this page to view them in the catalog.
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One-on-One Computer Tutoring
Tuesday & Thursday Afternoons
4-4:45pm   OR   4:45-5:30pm | Collaboratory | Registration required | Click for calendar
Register for a one-on-one computer tutoring session with volunteers. Learn about keyboard and mouse skills, Register for a one-on-one computer tutoring session with volunteers. Learn about keyboard and mouse skills, 
word processing, Internet searching, online job applications, or social media. You can bring your own device or word processing, Internet searching, online job applications, or social media. You can bring your own device or 
the library can supply a laptop for your tutoring session.the library can supply a laptop for your tutoring session.

Digitization Services
Saturday, Mar 11th   OR   Monday, Mar 20th | 2-3:30pm | Adults | Collaboratory
Register for Saturday | Register for Monday
Do you have old printed photos, film, vinyl, or other analog home recordings that need to be updated to a Do you have old printed photos, film, vinyl, or other analog home recordings that need to be updated to a 
digital format? This class will go over all of the different digitization options available in the Collaboratory and digital format? This class will go over all of the different digitization options available in the Collaboratory and 
how they operate. how they operate. Note: This will be a general overview of services only.Note: This will be a general overview of services only.

Introduction to Adobe Premiere
Monday, Mar 13th OR Saturday, Mar 25th | 2-3:30pm | Adults | Collaboratory
Register for Monday | Register for Saturday
Learn how to use Adobe Premiere to create videos and slideshows! Basic computer skills recommended.Learn how to use Adobe Premiere to create videos and slideshows! Basic computer skills recommended.

Registration for all programs is required unless otherwise noted. 
Due to the one-on-one nature of our in-person programs, masks will be required for all participants.  

Tár [R]
Friday, Mar 3rd | 6pm 
Considered one of the greatest musical icons of her Considered one of the greatest musical icons of her 
time, Lydia Tár is a famous composer who leads a time, Lydia Tár is a famous composer who leads a 
prestigious orchestra in Berlin. Making history as the prestigious orchestra in Berlin. Making history as the 
first female conductor in Germany, she must live up first female conductor in Germany, she must live up 
to her name as she records her latest symphony. to her name as she records her latest symphony. 

Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever [PG-13]
Friday, Mar 10th | 6pm
On the heels of the unexpected loss of King T’Challa, On the heels of the unexpected loss of King T’Challa, 
the nation of Wakanda finds itself at a crossroads the nation of Wakanda finds itself at a crossroads 
in its fate. The surrounding powers of the world in its fate. The surrounding powers of the world 
look on with greedy eyes, eager to encroach upon look on with greedy eyes, eager to encroach upon 
Wakanda in its most vulnerable state. All the while, Wakanda in its most vulnerable state. All the while, 
its people remain steadfast, determined to protect its people remain steadfast, determined to protect 
their king’s legacy and fight for their future. their king’s legacy and fight for their future. 

Drop in to see these Friday Night Flicks Friday Night Flicks playing 
this month on the big screen in the Community Room!

https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/2bc5caa3-a1fa-950b-d251-d40e1934b933/Home?searchId=13928686&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/40521fee-a82f-4b04-d63c-5effcbdeafda/Home?searchId=13928690&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/013ebce4-e720-6bbb-286b-44406d4672f7/Home?searchId=13928692&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/53ad2fc1-4c53-4cb0-583f-56405ac7d8f6/Home?searchId=13928697&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/events/month?program_types%5B53%5D=53
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/digitization-services-0
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/digitization-services-1
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/introduction-adobe-premiere-0
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/introduction-adobe-premiere
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/398080b8-fa2d-0ea4-2de4-cd8f35d1fd13/Home?searchId=14060703&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27289084?searchId=14060659&recordIndex=2&page=1


Daisy Lopez - Spanish Community of Wallingford
We love working with the library on these events. I was lucky enough 
to be involved with a One Book One Wallingford event last year 
which was a conversation on race and the immigrant experience. IRIS 
in New Haven asked for clients and staff to share their experiences 
and answer questions. This perfectly lined up with last year’s book 
Transcendent Kingdom, which was about an immigrant family. This 
year’s book Now is Not the Time to Panic covers some hot topics such 
as mental health, art therapy, relationships and families. These are 
topics that need to be talked about and I am so excited to collaborate 
with other organizations to make this a reality. Events such as this 
give an opportunity to teens and adults who may not usually visit the 
library to get involved. 

Karen Anderson - Wallingford Senior Center
I enjoy being on the OBOW committee and seeing the backgrounds 
and intelligence of the others on the committee and in our 
community. There is such a wealth of information to offer. We 
offer two events at the Senior Center linked with One Book One 
Wallingford. The first is on March 17th at 10am which we are calling 
“Show and Tale.” We are encouraging our members to bring in an 
item and use it as a jumping off point to tell a story. It could be their 
personal story or their family’s story or just an interesting story to 
tell. It is fun to listen to others and find out more about them. This 
is being offered with the help of Jane Fisher, Library Director. We are 
also offering a book discussion on March 23rd at 1:30pm with the help 
of Cindy Haiken, Readers Advisory Librarian. All are invited to join in 
with these events. It is a great opportunity for our members to tie in 
the book and other events throughout the community. We will also 
be encouraging the members of our crafting group to participate in 
the poster project that the library is holding. It is so great to get to 
network and work with other community organizations. 

Mandy Miranda - Youth & Social Services
I very much enjoyed attending last year’s author visit and signing at Choate. This year, Youth and Social Service’s Siena Vicencio LMSW is 
presenting an educational group session for teens that will center on relationships! I will be participating in the author event again this year. 
I love how the agencies in town come together with creating and collaborating on various events. It’s another way for us as agencies to get 
together in a fun and creative way for the Wallingford Community. Collaboration with the library is beyond easy—effortless. The ease in which 
we are able to work with the staff is great. They are always willing to listen to ideas and are super receptive.

Samantha Nelson - Andrew Mellon Library at Choate Rosemary Hall
This is my first year at Choate so I was not able to participate in last year’s events, but I am super excited to be a part of it this year. The Andrew 
Mellon Library has partnered with our Art Club at Choate to do a poster making event with inspiration boards and magazine clippings. This 
is a great opportunity for our students to create and find inspiration from a book. We look to partner with other organizations when we do 
programs as we find that it brings a more authentic and meaningful experience to our students. When students are invested it makes the event 
more special. We love bringing in activities that engage with our community. Our experience partnering with Wallingford Public Library has been 
wonderful. I am new to this community and it is lovely to see the library have such a strong backbone and be so established. It is a phenomenal 
way to bring the community together. I am a librarian too and I feel that libraries are not only the pillars of our communities but also the pillars 
of democracy. 

What Wlfd is Saying About OBOW:
A Word with our Community Collaborators
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interviews by Jesse BernierThe One Book One Wallingford (OBOW) celebration features lots of 
events, all culminating with a visit from the author! We work closely 
with other community organizations to get the word out and host 
events. I was lucky enough to chat with a few of them!
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Preschool  ProgramsPreschool  Programs

School  Aged  ProgramsSchool  Aged  Programs

Saturdays with Sara: 
Lots of Dots
Saturday, Mar 4th | Grades 3-5 | 10:30am 
Children’s Program Room | Click to register
Come explore alternative painting methods to create 
beautiful dotted mandalas. This activity will not only relax 
the students but leave them with a beautiful masterpiece.

Dungeons & Dragons: 
The Dragonslayer’s Quest
Tuesday, Mar 7th | 6-8pm | Grades 4-5
Board Room | Click to register
Bring your dragonslaying gear and your biggest sword 
because in this quest the players have been hired to hunt 
down a ferocious dragon! This is a level five adventure for 
both new and experienced players. You can bring your own 
dragonslayer or use a premade character from the library. 

LEGO Club
Saturday, Mar 11th | 2pm | Grades K-5 
Wonder Room | Click to register
Bring your imagination and join us for an hour of fun with 
LEGO bricks! At this program, kids and their grown-up will 
have a chance to show off their building skills with LEGO 
bricks provided by the library.

Magic the Gathering Club
Tuesday, Mar 14th | 4-7pm | Grades 4 & up 
Wonder Room | Registration encouraged
Click to register
Come play Magic the Gathering at the library! We welcome 
both new players who want to learn to play and veteran 
gamers who are looking for a challenging opponent. If you 
don’t have your own cards we can even give you a free deck 
to keep for yourself!

Book Snacks
Thursday, Mar 16th | 6:30pm | Grades K-2 
Children’s Program Room | Click to register
Let’s combine two awesome things: books and food. We’ll 
make a snack then read a book.

Gaming Club
Saturday, Mar 18th | 10am-Noon | Grades K-5 
Wonder Room | Registration encouraged 
Click to register
There are a ton of games to play at Gaming Club! Come 
play chess, Dungeons & Dragons, Mario Kart, board games 
from the library, or even share your favorite game from 
home!

Pokémon Club
Saturday, Mar 18th | 2-4pm | Grades K-5 
Wonder Room | Registration encouraged 
Click to register
Come join us for all things Pokémon! There will be spaces 
to battle and trade cards, color in some coloring pages, play 
some Pokémon video games, participate in the Pokémon 
scavenger hunt, or just to talk Pokémon with others!

Registration for all programs is required unless otherwise noted. Registration opens four weeks prior to the program date at 9am.

Craft Lab: Perler Beads
Thursday, Mar 23rd | 6:30pm | Grades 3-5
Wonder Room | Click to register
Whether you prefer rainbows, Pokémon, cuddly animals, 
or super heroes, come and create perler bead art.

Trading Card Battle Club
Tuesday, Mar 28th | 4-7pm | Grades 4 and up 
Wonder Room | Click to register
Calling all trading card sharks! If you have the urge to 
battle, stop by the library with your Pokémon, Yu-Gi-Oh, 
and Magic the Gathering cards to test your skills and 
compete for prizes. Premade decks can be provided by the 
library but bringing your own is encouraged. Registration 
is encouraged, but drop-ins are welcome.

Reading Buddies
Friday Mar 31st | 6:30pm | Grades K-2 
Children’s Room | Registration encouraged 
Click to register
Spend a Friday evening reading with a high school 
buddy! Choate volunteers will join us to do some group 
read-alouds, small group reading practice, and other 
fun activities. Because of the one-on-one nature of this 
program, masks will be required for all participants. This 
program is offered in conjunction with Choate Rosemary 
Hall and the Wallingford Rotary Interact Club.

Registration for all programs is required unless 
otherwise noted. Registration opens four weeks prior to 

the program date at 9am.

Paws and Pages: Dogs
Friday, Mar 3rd | Ages 3-5 | 10:30am 
Children’s Program Room | Click to register
A Connecticut Humane Society educator is visiting the 
library! Children will hear a dog-themed book and then 
talk about how to be safe and kind with our pets. Note: 
there will not be any actual animals in the program.

Story Walk 
with Mrs. Stowe
Wednesday, Mar 15th | Ages 3-5
9:30am OR 1:30pm | Marcus Cooke Park
Register for 9:30am
Register for 1:30pm
Take a walk through nature and listen to a story! Join 
retired kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Stowe, to find hidden 
pages from a book along a trail through the woods 
and learn about nature along the way. Meet under the 
pavilion at Marcus Cooke Park in Wallingford.

Homework  HelpHomework  Help
Ayuda  con  las  TareasAyuda  con  las  Tareas

Tuesdays & Wednesdays | 4-8pm
Click for more information

Más información

https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/saturdays-sara-lots-dots
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/dungeons-and-dragons-dragonslayers-quest-0
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/lego-club-5
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/magic-gathering-club-1
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/book-snacks-0
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/gaming-club-4
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/pokemon-club-5
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/craft-lab-perler-beads
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/trading-card-battle-club-4
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/reading-buddies-15
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/paws-and-pages-dogs
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/story-walk-mrs-stowe-7
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/story-walk-mrs-stowe-16
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/events/month/2023/03?keywords=homework%20help
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/events/month/2023/03?keywords=homework%20help
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Registration is required. Registration opens the Sunday prior 
to the program at 9am. You may register your child for one 
program and/or time slot. Please ask us if you need help 
deciding which program is the best fit for your child. 
Click for Children’s Events Calendar

Bouncing Babies
Ages 0-18 mo | 10am or 11am | Wonder Room
Mondays, Mar 14th – Apr 24th

This class introduces babies, toddlers, and their grownups to the 
library and each other while learning how to support their growth 
and development through songs, puppets, rhymes, and books. 
Includes playtime afterwards.

Waddling Ones & Twos
Ages 18 mo – 35 mo | 10:30am | Community Room
Tuesdays, Mar 15th – Apr 25th

This class is great for active toddlers. Songs, rhymes, movement, 
parachute play, books, and a whole lot of fun help children learn 
more about how language works. Includes play time afterwards.

Pajama Family Story Time
Ages 0-5 | 6:30pm | Community Room
Wednesdays, Mar 16th – Apr 26th

This early literacy enriched story time will reinforce your child’s 
pre-reading skills through repetition and rhyme. Join Miss Kari in 
wearing pj’s for added fun! 

Preschool Story Time
Ages 3-5 | 10:30am | Children’s Program Room
Thursdays, Mar 17th – April 27th

Books, puppets, and songs will reinforce your child’s pre-reading 
skills through repetition and rhyme. A craft is included that will 
help kids develop their fine motor skills.

Workshops  For  ParentsWorkshops  For  Parents Weekly  Story  TimesWeekly  Story  Times

Registration is required unless noted. Registration opens the Sunday 
prior to the program at 9am. 
Click for Children’s Events Calendar

Movers and Shakers
Friday, Mar 10th | Ages 3-5 | 10:30am
Children’s Program Room
Come move, shake, jump, dance, and exercise with Mr. Josh as 
we read stories and sing songs.

Potty Story Time!
Friday, Mar 17th | Ages 2-5 | 10:30am
Children’s Program Room
Learning to go on the potty is a major milestone! In this story 
time we’ll read books about it, sing songs about it, and play 
games about it. Children in all stages of the process (almost ready 
to learn, have started to learn, have good days, have accidents) 
are invited to join us.

Silly Story Time
Saturday, Mar 25th | Birth – Age 5 | 10:30am
Drop-in
Saturdays are for being silly! In this family story time we will sing 
goofy songs and read funny books. This program is drop-in, but 
you can register in order to get a reminder email.

Special  Story  TimesSpecial  Story  Times

WECARE Workshops: 
Improving Executive Function
For Educators: Wednesday, Mar 8th Click to register
For Parents: Thursday, Mar 23rd Click to register
 (childcare provided)
 6pm pizza dinner | 6:30pm program begins 
Community Room
Join Elizabeth Gaffney, Preschool Coordinator of the Wallingford Public 
Schools, to learn strategies to improve the executive functioning skills 
in your students. Executive functions are skills that help us plan, focus 
and remember instructions/steps, and complete tasks. These skills 
start to develop early in life and research shows children that possess 
these skills have better life outcomes. This professional workshop will 
offer strategies for both home and school to aid in the development 
of executive function. This program is jointly sponsored by WECARE. 
Participants will receive CEUs for attending.

Learn Magic the Gathering 
for Parents (and kids too!)
Tuesday, Mar 21st | 6-8pm | Parents & Kids
Children’s Program Room | Click to register
Have you ever wanted to play Magic the Gathering with your family? 
This program goes over the benefits of running a Magic family game 
night and also goes over how to play the game yourselves. We will 
be covering the basics on how to play as well as where to find free 
materials you can use for your game. Starter decks and playmats will be 
provided to all new players.

Infant Massage Workshop
Wednesdays, March 15th – April 12th (5-week course)
Ages 6 weeks – 6 months | 10-11:30am
Collins Room | Register through UConn Health
surveymonkey.com/r/Wallingford
Infant Massage promotes attachment between infants and their 
caregivers. We will explore infant development and learn to read infant 
cues through nurturing touch. Please join us for this free, 5-session 
course from UConn Health Parenting and Wallingford Public Library.
Terri Ayala B.S., CEIM, IMH-E ® of UConn Health will teach this course.

The  Library  The  Library  
Glow-Up Continues!Glow-Up Continues!

As part of our project to update the library, the Children’s Room recently 
got new shelving end panels and tops for many of its bookshelves. The 
nonfiction shelving now features a pattern of oak leaves, matching the 
tree in the center of the fiction circle. The train theme of the preschool 
area has been expanded to include a train running along the picture 
book end panels. Make sure to stop in on your next visit to check it out! 

https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/events/month?age_groups%5B20%5D=20&age_groups%5B19%5D=19&age_groups%5B126%5D=126&age_groups%5B127%5D=127&age_groups%5B23%5D=23
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/events/month?age_groups%5B20%5D=20&age_groups%5B19%5D=19&age_groups%5B126%5D=126&age_groups%5B127%5D=127&age_groups%5B23%5D=23
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/silly-story-time-5
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/wecare-workshop-educators-improving-executive-function
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/wecare-workshop-parents-improving-executive-function
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/learn-magic-gathering-parents-and-kids-too
http://surveymonkey.com/r/Wallingford
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Book Buzz: Spring 2023
Thursday, Mar 2nd | The Library Wine Bar, 60 N Main St (& Zoom)
4-5:30pm (virtual & in-person)   OR   6:30-8pm (in-person ONLY)
Registration required (only one session) | Click to register
Do you love to read? Are you always looking for the next great book? Sip some wine or a soft drink and Do you love to read? Are you always looking for the next great book? Sip some wine or a soft drink and 
snack on some delectable small bites and sweet treats while you join snack on some delectable small bites and sweet treats while you join Readers Advisory Librarian Cindy Readers Advisory Librarian Cindy 
HaikenHaiken at The Library Wine Bar to hear about the books coming out this spring and summer that are  at The Library Wine Bar to hear about the books coming out this spring and summer that are 
getting the most pre-publication buzz! getting the most pre-publication buzz! This program is made possible by a generous donation from the This program is made possible by a generous donation from the 
Axtmayer Family in memory of their mother Pat Axtmayer.Axtmayer Family in memory of their mother Pat Axtmayer.

Are You Smarter than a Librarian? Virtual Trivia Night
Tuesday, Mar 14th | 7-8pm | Zoom | Click to register
Team up with family and friends or play alone! The winning team will take home a certificate and a $10 gift Team up with family and friends or play alone! The winning team will take home a certificate and a $10 gift 
certificate to the Wallingford business of their choice. We will be accepting 15 teams, but individuals are certificate to the Wallingford business of their choice. We will be accepting 15 teams, but individuals are 
welcome to play as their own team! Only one registration per team. Once registered, you will be contacted welcome to play as their own team! Only one registration per team. Once registered, you will be contacted 
prior to the program with participation instructions and how to play.prior to the program with participation instructions and how to play.

Spring Foraging with the 3 Foragers
Tuesday, Mar 21st | 6:30-8pm | Community Room | Click to register
As the warmer temperatures and longer days of spring unfold, many tender, young edible shoots, plants,  
              flowers, and even a few fungi awaken a forager’s senses and delight. Learn how to identify,    
           sustainably harvest, and prepare the wild foods of spring, from invasive bamboo shoots to the  
        lemony tang of fresh wood sorrel, including some of the early edible fungi of the season. Join The 3 
      Foragers as they discuss the edible plants and fungi of spring, with their original photos and recipe     
     ideas featured in an educational slideshow.

Job Interviews 101
Wednesday, Mar 22nd | 7-8:30pm | Collins Room | Click to register
Are you looking for a job and confused on how to prepare for an interview? Do you want to learn why Are you looking for a job and confused on how to prepare for an interview? Do you want to learn why 
employers ask certain questions? Do you want to learn what’s different when you have a Zoom or phone employers ask certain questions? Do you want to learn what’s different when you have a Zoom or phone 
interview? Join interview? Join Librarian and Career Specialist Sarah EisemanLibrarian and Career Specialist Sarah Eiseman to answer some common interview  to answer some common interview 
questions, how to plan answers for more challenging questions, and how to prepare for different types of questions, how to plan answers for more challenging questions, and how to prepare for different types of 
interviewing settings. We’ll also learn how to access some free library resources that can help you land the interviewing settings. We’ll also learn how to access some free library resources that can help you land the 
job! Wallingford library card (or card from another subscribing library) recommended. This is a great session job! Wallingford library card (or card from another subscribing library) recommended. This is a great session 
to attend before a one-on-one session with Sarah for those who want to create a new resume. to attend before a one-on-one session with Sarah for those who want to create a new resume. Due to the Due to the 
one-on-one nature of this program, masks will be required for all participants.one-on-one nature of this program, masks will be required for all participants.

Improve Your Communication with Cultural Humility: 
A Community Conversation on Race
Thursday, Mar 30th | 7-8:30pm | Community Room | Click to register
How can we learn to avoid stereotypes, decrease misunderstandings and improve communication at work, 
school, and in our community? While many employers provide cultural competence trainings, healthcare 
providers and social scientists have found that these trainings often reinforce stereotypes and create further 
divides between individuals. Cultural Humility was developed as a tool to help shift mindsets through active 
listening and lifelong learning. Join us for a facilitated conversation to discuss how practicing Cultural 
Humility can help us avoid these common pitfalls! Join us for this ongoing series of open and empathetic 
conversations about race, community, and opportunities for change and healing. All are welcome.

Registration for all programs is required unless otherwise noted. 

http://bit.ly/3DQHlAz
http://bit.ly/3lr0qTC
http://bit.ly/3JUAiKU
http://bit.ly/3HMmNu1
http://bit.ly/415KPsL
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Gatherings

Knit @ WPL
Monday, Mar 6th & 20th | 6-7:30pm
Board Room | No registration required
Knit @ WPL is a place where knitters and crocheters can Knit @ WPL is a place where knitters and crocheters can 
practice their work in the company of others. Newcomers practice their work in the company of others. Newcomers 
are welcome to join, but knitting experience is required.are welcome to join, but knitting experience is required.

Saturday Mornings 
with Poetry
Saturday, Mar 11th & 25th | 9:45am-12noon
Collins Room | No registration required
A meeting of people who love reading and writing poetry. A meeting of people who love reading and writing poetry. 
SMwP provides poetic opportunities for anyone to share SMwP provides poetic opportunities for anyone to share 
their poetry, discuss the literary works of poets known and their poetry, discuss the literary works of poets known and 
unknown, and expand skills in writing and editing poems in unknown, and expand skills in writing and editing poems in 
the shared camaraderie of comfortable, supportive members. the shared camaraderie of comfortable, supportive members. 

No registration required. To participate and for details about No registration required. To participate and for details about 
meeting virtually or in-person, contact Karen Ciosek at meeting virtually or in-person, contact Karen Ciosek at 
kjc73048@gmail.comkjc73048@gmail.com..

Wallingford Writers 
Community 
Saturday, Mar 18th | 2-4pm
Board Room & Zoom
Join the Wallingford Writers Community and discover Join the Wallingford Writers Community and discover 
how the fellowship of other writers can help you pursue how the fellowship of other writers can help you pursue 
your writing goals! All meetings include dedicated your writing goals! All meetings include dedicated 
writing time, craft techniques for fiction and literary writing time, craft techniques for fiction and literary 
nonfiction, and the opportunity to share work in a nonfiction, and the opportunity to share work in a 
supportive, creative forum. To participate, contact Leah supportive, creative forum. To participate, contact Leah 
Farrell at Farrell at lfarrell@wallingfordlibrary.orglfarrell@wallingfordlibrary.org..

French Conversation Group
Mondays | 4:30-5:30pm | Board Room
No registration required
Improve your French in a friendly and non-judgmental Improve your French in a friendly and non-judgmental 
space! Some knowledge of French recommended.space! Some knowledge of French recommended.

One-on-One Career Counseling
Sign up today to schedule your appointment with 
the library’s career specialist Sarah Eiseman!
Get personalized help with crafting a resume or cover letter or preparing for your big interview. Get personalized help with crafting a resume or cover letter or preparing for your big interview. Click here to get started or  to get started or 
contact Sarah Eiseman at contact Sarah Eiseman at seiseman@wallingfordlibrary.orgseiseman@wallingfordlibrary.org. You will be contacted shortly to schedule your appointment. . You will be contacted shortly to schedule your appointment. 

WPL Play Readers 
Wednesday, Mar 1st | 6:30-8:30pm | Collins Room
No registration required
The Wallingford Public Library Play Readers bring and share The Wallingford Public Library Play Readers bring and share 
poetry, prose, famous speeches and documents, monologues, poetry, prose, famous speeches and documents, monologues, 
as well as original material! Come check us out. All are as well as original material! Come check us out. All are 
welcome to read and/or listen. welcome to read and/or listen. 

Spanish Conversation Group
Thursdays | 4:30-5:30pm | Collins Room
No registration required
Improve your Spanish in a friendly and non-judgmental Improve your Spanish in a friendly and non-judgmental 
space! Some knowledge of Spanish recommended.space! Some knowledge of Spanish recommended.

VITA: 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
If you earned less than $60,000 in 2022, you may be eligible for free If you earned less than $60,000 in 2022, you may be eligible for free 
tax preparation services from IRS-certified tax preparer volunteers.tax preparation services from IRS-certified tax preparer volunteers.

In-person appointments at the library are on most Saturdays from In-person appointments at the library are on most Saturdays from 
10 am to 2 pm from January 2810 am to 2 pm from January 28thth to April 15 to April 15thth. To make an in-person . To make an in-person 
appointment, visit appointment, visit hranbct.org/vita or call (860) 356-2000. or call (860) 356-2000.

To file your return virtually through the VITA platform, To file your return virtually through the VITA platform, 
visit visit hranbct.org/vita. . 

https://bit.ly/31gT73Y
http://hranbct.org/vita
http://hranbct.org/vita
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New in Novels by Cindy 
Haiken

In Anne of the Island, the third 
book in the marvelous Anne of Green Gables series, L.M. 
Montgomery writes: “March came in that winter like the 
meekest and mildest of lambs, bringing days that were 
crisp and golden and tingling, each followed by a frosty 
pink twilight which gradually lost itself in an elfland of 
moonshine.” It feels as though this coming month may be 
similar, after our relatively mild winter. But the anticipation 
of a new season brings with it the first of the big books of 
spring, as publishing houses gear up for the spring season. 
Here are just some of the many new titles scheduled for 
publication in March:

All That Is Mine I Carry with Me by William Landry 
— When the remains of their mother’s body are discovered 
20 years after she went missing, three siblings grapple with 
the possibility that their father was the one who murdered 
her.

American Mermaid by Julia 
Langbein — A former English 
teacher heads to Hollywood when 
her feminist novel about a fierce 
mermaid is made into a big-budget 
action movie.

Birnam Wood by Eleanor 
Catton — The founder of a guerilla 
gardening group that plants crops on 
roadsides, parks and neglected yards 
fights a billionaire over a parcel of 
land in this 

new novel from the Booker Prize-
winning author of The Luminaries.

Commitment by Mona Simpson 
— A family in the late 1970s 
is in crisis after their mother is 
committed to a state hospital in a 
deep depression.

Community Board by Tara 
Conklin — A woman moves back 
into her parents’ empty home after 
her husband leaves her and spends her days on the town’s 
internet community board.

Earth’s the Right Place for Love 
by Elizabeth Berg — In this prequel 
to The Story of Arthur Truluv, Arthur 
becomes friends with the prettiest 
girl in his class even though she has a 
crush on his older brother.

Forget What You Know by 
Christina Dodd — A woman is 
almost killed in a car accident on the 
same day her mother disappears and 
must rely on her ex-husband to help 
her recover and search for answers 

about what happened to her mother.

Hang the Moon by Jeannette Walls — A strong-willed 
woman is cast out of her family and returns nine years 
later, determined to reclaim her place.

Hello Beautiful by Ann 
Napolitano  — A young man 
is awarded a college basketball 
scholarship and becomes friends with 
a feisty young woman who welcomes 
him into her loving, loud and chaotic 
household. 

Her Deadly Game by Robert 
Dugoni — After a failed romance 
with a coworker, a lawyer returns 
home to her family’s failing law firm 
to work for her father and accepts a 

high profile case in which the prosecutor is her ex.

The Kind Worth Saving by 
Peter Swanson — When a 
troubled woman wants proof that 
her husband is cheating, a simple 
case of infidelity turns into a 
murder investigation.

Künstlers in Paradise by 
Cathleen Schine — During the 
2020 pandemic, a man is stuck 
in Venice, California with his 
glamorous, eccentric 93-year-old 
grandmother who tells him about her arrival in the U.S. 
after escaping Nazi Germany.

The London Séance Society by 
Sarah Penner — In 1873, a woman 
accompanies an acclaimed spiritualist 
to England where they team up with 
London’s exclusive Séance Society to 
solve a high-profile murder.

Old Babes in the Wood by 
Margaret Atwood — A collection 
of short stories that explores family 
relationships, marriage, loss and 
memory and what it means to spend 
a life together.

Weyward by Emilia Hart — Told over five centuries 
through three connected women, this novel is set in 2019, 
in 1942 and in 1619.

What Have We Done by Alex Finlay — The survivors 
of Savior House, an abusive group home for wayward 
teens, come together when someone starts killing them 
one by one.

The White Lady by Jacqueline Winspear — A former 
wartime operative and trained killer settles in Kent, 
England, where she keeps to herself until a powerful 
crime family threatens her neighbors and former wartime 
colleagues.

Also of note this month are the 17th Ali Reynolds 
thriller by J.A. Jance (Collateral Damage), the 32nd 
Guido Brunetti mystery by Donna Leon (So Shall You 
Reap) and new novels by Harlan Coben (I Will Find 
You), James Patterson (Countdown), Lisa Scottoline 
(Loyalty) and Danielle Steel (Worthy Opponents).
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rs If you are viewing this newsletter 
digitally, you can click any of the 
book covers below to view them 
in the catalog.

ForeWords—

Cindy’s 
March
Picks!

https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27298772?searchId=13959469&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27285121?searchId=13959484&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/61d2c392-9eb1-0a10-5418-4dc105acef90/Home?searchId=14044919&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/a42363e5-4f60-5710-ac44-48f9c3f8c50a/Home?searchId=13959514&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27293555?searchId=13959566&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b27279169?searchId=13959577&recordIndex=1&page=1


To participate and for details about meeting virtually or in person, 
contact Cindy at chaiken@wallingfordlibrary.org
 
Hibernation Book Club 
Middlemarch by George Eliot
Tuesday, Mar 7th & 21st | 5:30-7pm
Collins Room & Zoom
Discussion moderated by Readers Advisory Librarian 
Cindy Haiken
Taking place in the fictional English town of Middlemarch in the 
years of social unrest that led to the First Reform Bill of 1832, 
Middlemarch is a study of nearly every class of society, from the 

landed gentry and clergy to manufacturers and professional men, farmers and laborers. 
The novel focuses particularly on the thwarted idealism of its two principal characters, 
Dorothea Brooke and Tertius Lydgate. Originally published in eight parts in 1871-1872, 
Middlemarch is widely considered to be Eliot’s masterpiece and one of the finest novels 
ever written in English.
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Book Discussions

Mystery Book Club
The Burglar Who Thought He Was Bogart by Lawrence Block
Wednesday, Mar 1st | 3-4:15pm | Community Room & Zoom
Discussion moderated by Professor and Author Carole Shmurak
While robbing an apartment, New York bookseller and veteran burglar Bernie Rhodenbarr stumbles on the trail of a treasure 
belonging to the deposed monarch of an Eastern European country. Soon, he’s hunting for a killer, up to his neck in the 
outrageous intrigues of a tiny Balkan nation. This 6th installment in the popular series is a mashup of The Maltese Falcon and 
Casablanca.

To participate, contact Carole at cshmurak@gmail.com and put “Wallingford Mystery Book Club” in the subject line. 

Thursday Night Book Club 
This Is How It Always Is by Laurie Frankel
Thursday, Mar 16th | 6:30-8:00 pm | Collins Room & Zoom
Discussion moderated by Readers Advisory Librarian Cindy Haiken
Claude Walsh-Adams is three years old when he explains to his parents that he wants to be a girl when he grows up. Once he 
starts kindergarten as a boy, Claude becomes so miserable that, with the advice of a “multi-degree-social-working-therapist-
magician,” his parents decide to let him become Poppy. When the family moves to Seattle, they keep Poppy’s identity a secret, 
a decision that blows up when she hits puberty. Frankel’s 2017 novel was a Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club 
selection.

To participate and for details about meeting virtually or in-person, contact Cindy at chaiken@wallingfordlibrary.org 

Truth Be Told Nonfiction Book Club
The Storyteller: Tales of Life and Music by Dave Grohl
Tuesday, March 30th | 7-8:30pm | Collins Room & Zoom
Discussion moderated by Educator Susan Gomes

“It’s hard to put into words the belief I have in music,” Grohl writes, but his candid memoir is filled with words of love for 
the power of rock, from his ‘70s childhood in suburban Virginia to his induction, twice, into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. In 
between he toured at 18 with the hardcore punk band Scream, defined ‘90s grunge with Kurt Cobain as Nirvana’s drummer, and 
from heartbreak and tragedy formed the enduring alt-rock band, Foo Fighters. “A celebration of love and life,” 
The Storyteller rocks.

March Specials:
James Patterson &
Coffee Table Books

Buy One, Get One Free

Book Seller Hours 
Mon, Fri, & Sat
10am - 12noon

Tue & Wed
10am - 12noon &
2:30pm - 4:30pm

Thu
2:30pm - 4:30pm

BOOK SELLER
WALLINGFORD            PUBLIC LIBRARY

Cindy’s 
March
Picks!

https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/6ab6575d-7394-9c5d-a607-067ed7e6bd81/Home?searchId=13944625&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/f8a3d2e1-88fc-fea3-56ab-54baa476a36a/Home?searchId=13944633&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/7f345882-c56f-0526-cdc9-b1fe9de0b32b/Home?searchId=13944651&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local


Maker MondaysMaker Mondays
Mondays, Mar 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th, 4-5pm | Adults & Teens in Grades 9+
Meet and mingle with like-minded makers at our weekly social event! Maker Mondays are a great Meet and mingle with like-minded makers at our weekly social event! Maker Mondays are a great 
opportunity to share and show off what you have made/what you are working on at the moment. You opportunity to share and show off what you have made/what you are working on at the moment. You 
might find a collaborator or meet a new friend. might find a collaborator or meet a new friend. 

Open SewOpen Sew
Tuesday, Mar 7th | 5:30-8:30pm | Adults & Teens in Grades 9+ 
Do you like to sew? Join people who enjoy quilting and sewing at a casual “drop-in” program anytime Do you like to sew? Join people who enjoy quilting and sewing at a casual “drop-in” program anytime 
from 5:30 to 8:30pm in the Collaboratory the first Tuesday evening of each month. Bring your unfinished from 5:30 to 8:30pm in the Collaboratory the first Tuesday evening of each month. Bring your unfinished 
projects, either hand sewing or machine. There are 4 portable sewing machines (or bring your own) and projects, either hand sewing or machine. There are 4 portable sewing machines (or bring your own) and 
lots of sewing supplies and tools provided by the library for your use. Stop by for 10 minutes or for the full lots of sewing supplies and tools provided by the library for your use. Stop by for 10 minutes or for the full 
3 hours for a fun evening of sharing and learning!3 hours for a fun evening of sharing and learning!

Virtual Reality for Adults Virtual Reality for Adults 
Tuesday, Mar 14th | 5:30-6:30pm | Adults | Drop-in 
Tired of reality? Try virtual reality instead. We have a new Meta Quest 2 headset, so stop by to see what itTired of reality? Try virtual reality instead. We have a new Meta Quest 2 headset, so stop by to see what it
can do. Play a game, ride a roller coaster, explore the world, or just hang out in VR! can do. Play a game, ride a roller coaster, explore the world, or just hang out in VR! 
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Drop-In ProgramsDrop-In Programs
Due to the one-on-one nature of our in-person programs, masks will be required for all participants.

Max Facts FAQs Max Facts FAQs from Max Spurrfrom Max Spurr

Hello everyone! I have an announcement to make... this is the LAST Max Facts article. I have had a great time 
writing this column, and I hope you have enjoyed reading it. Don’t worry though, I’m not going anywhere, 
and I’ll still be writing for Words, too! Max Facts will now be called Max FAQs, and I will be answering any 
questions you have about the Collaboratory, the equipment we use, and the things we do. Email your questions 
to mspurr@wallingfordlibrary.org and look out for Max FAQs in the next issue of WORDS!

Lately the question that has been coming up the most is ‘When will the laser 
cutter be fixed?’. Due to supply chain issues, our laser cutter was down for an 
extended period of time. I am very excited to announce that it is working again! We 
have resumed work on any projects that were remaining, and we are ready to take 
any new requests, so be sure to stop on by!

Thanks to a number of generous donors, Thanks to a number of generous donors, 
we are able to offer a robust selection of we are able to offer a robust selection of 
vegetable, herb, and flower seeds for the vegetable, herb, and flower seeds for the 
2023 growing season. Stop by the library to 2023 growing season. Stop by the library to 
choose your favorites. Please limit yourself choose your favorites. Please limit yourself 
to 10 packets per household to ensure an to 10 packets per household to ensure an 
abundant supply for the entire community.abundant supply for the entire community.



Needle Felted OctopusNeedle Felted Octopus
Tuesday, Mar 7th | 7-8:30pm   OR 
Thursday, Mar 9th | 3-4:30pm 
Learn how to needle felt by hand and create a small, Learn how to needle felt by hand and create a small, 
decorative octopus. Needle decorative octopus. Needle 
felting uses a barbed needle felting uses a barbed needle 
to mat fibers together,to mat fibers together,
typically in wool.typically in wool.

DIY ClockDIY Clock
Tuesday, Mar 14th | 7-8:30pm   OR 
Thursday, Mar 16th | 3-4:30pm  
Make your own custom clock using our laser cutter Make your own custom clock using our laser cutter 
to make the face, paint to decorate, and a clock to make the face, paint to decorate, and a clock 
kit for the mechanical parts. kit for the mechanical parts. Note: This is a repeat Note: This is a repeat 
program. Please do not register if you have attended program. Please do not register if you have attended 
previously.previously.

Sashiko Style Embroidered Sashiko Style Embroidered 
CoastersCoasters
Tuesday, Mar 21st | 7-8:30pm   OR 
Thursday, Mar 23rd | 3-4:30pm 
Sashiko is a Japanese embroidery technique which Sashiko is a Japanese embroidery technique which 
will be used to create patterns on a set of fabric will be used to create patterns on a set of fabric 
coasters.coasters.

Learn To CrochetLearn To Crochet
Wednesdays, March 22nd & 29th 
3-4:30pm  
Get started with your first crochet project by learning Get started with your first crochet project by learning 
how to do a chain stitch and single and double how to do a chain stitch and single and double 
crochet in this two-part program. You must attend crochet in this two-part program. You must attend 
both sessions on March 22both sessions on March 22ndnd & 29 & 29thth. . Note: This is a Note: This is a 
repeat program. Please do not register if you have repeat program. Please do not register if you have 
attended previously.attended previously.

Poster MakingPoster Making
Wednesday, Mar 22nd | 7-8pm 
Posters are a great way to make a statement or capture an idea, Posters are a great way to make a statement or capture an idea, 
whether you’re creating a vision board, wall art, advertising your whether you’re creating a vision board, wall art, advertising your 
business, or fighting for a cause. Using basic graphic design business, or fighting for a cause. Using basic graphic design 
principles, collage materials, paint, and other media, we will design principles, collage materials, paint, and other media, we will design 
our very own posters, scan them, and make them into high-quality our very own posters, scan them, and make them into high-quality 
prints using the Collaboratory’s poster printer!prints using the Collaboratory’s poster printer!

Cardinal SlateCardinal Slate
Monday, Mar 27th   OR 
Wednesday, Mar 29th | 6:30-8:30pm
Learn to paint a cardinal on a repurposed piece of slate. Due to Learn to paint a cardinal on a repurposed piece of slate. Due to 
the challenge of painting on an uneven surface like slate, previous the challenge of painting on an uneven surface like slate, previous 
decorative painting experience is required for this program.decorative painting experience is required for this program.

Calla Lily Pastel PaintingCalla Lily Pastel Painting
Tuesday, Mar 28th | 6-8pm | Community Room
With guidance from award-winning pastel artist Gregory John With guidance from award-winning pastel artist Gregory John 
Maichack, you will produce your own original pastel of a stunning Maichack, you will produce your own original pastel of a stunning 
calla lily in the style of Georgia O’Keeffe. calla lily in the style of Georgia O’Keeffe. This program is made This program is made 
possible by a generous donation from Jean Anderson.possible by a generous donation from Jean Anderson.
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Visit the March program lottery to register for the events below: walpublib.org/3VBByEW
Registration is required for all programs unless otherwise noted. Collaboratory programs are open to adults and teens in grades 9+ unless otherwise 
noted. Due to the one-on-one nature of our in-person programs, masks will be required for all participants.

You may enter the Collaboratory program registration lottery from the 20th to the 22nd of the month prior. Participants will be selected via random 
drawing on the following business day. All others will be placed on the waitlist. Due to high demand, we may limit individual participants to one 
program per month. If there are available seats after the lottery, registration will be directly through our online calendar.

Registration ProgramsRegistration Programs

Talking TED @ HomeTalking TED @ Home
Thursday Mar 9th | 7-8pm | Adults | Zoom
Click to register
Join librarian Cindy Haiken on Zoom to watch and discuss a Join librarian Cindy Haiken on Zoom to watch and discuss a 
popular TED talk. Once registered, you will receive an invitation to popular TED talk. Once registered, you will receive an invitation to 
the Zoom meeting via email on the day of the event. In March, we the Zoom meeting via email on the day of the event. In March, we 
will watch and discuss Apollo Robbins’ “The Art of Misdirection.”will watch and discuss Apollo Robbins’ “The Art of Misdirection.”

Hailed as the greatest pickpocket in the world, Apollo Robbins Hailed as the greatest pickpocket in the world, Apollo Robbins 
studies the quirks of human behavior as he steals your watch. studies the quirks of human behavior as he steals your watch. 
In a hilarious demonstration, Robbins samples the buffet of In a hilarious demonstration, Robbins samples the buffet of 
the TEDGlobal 2013 audience, showing how the flaws in our the TEDGlobal 2013 audience, showing how the flaws in our 
perception make it possible to swipe a wallet and leave it on its perception make it possible to swipe a wallet and leave it on its 
owner’s shoulder while they remain clueless.owner’s shoulder while they remain clueless.

http://walpublib.org/3VBByEW
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/talking-ted-home-8
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Registration for all programs is required unless otherwise noted.

Let’s Talk About Relationships
Fridays, Mar 3rd, 10th, & 17th | 3:15-4:30pm
Collins Room | Grades 9-12

Join Join Siena Vicencio, LMSW from Wallingford Youth and Social ServicesSiena Vicencio, LMSW from Wallingford Youth and Social Services for this supportive and  for this supportive and 
informative group series for teens. Siena will lead the group in talking about different relationships, the informative group series for teens. Siena will lead the group in talking about different relationships, the 
problems and struggles we experience, and their impact on mental health. Each session will focus on a problems and struggles we experience, and their impact on mental health. Each session will focus on a 
different topic; participants can attend one or all sessions. A drawing will be held at the end of the series different topic; participants can attend one or all sessions. A drawing will be held at the end of the series 
for those that attend all 3 sessions. Snacks will be served. for those that attend all 3 sessions. Snacks will be served. This program is co-sponsored by Wallingford This program is co-sponsored by Wallingford 
Youth & Social Services.Youth & Social Services.

Mar 3Mar 3rdrd: Family: Family
Mar 10Mar 10thth: Friendships & Intimate Partners: Friendships & Intimate Partners
Mar 17Mar 17thth: Childhood Trauma & Relationships: Childhood Trauma & Relationships
Click to register for any of the above sessions

Dungeons and Dragons: The Dragonslayer’s Quest
Tuesday, Mar 7th | 3-5pm | Collins Room | Grades 6-8 | Click to register
Bring your dragonslaying gear and your biggest sword because in this quest the players have been hired Bring your dragonslaying gear and your biggest sword because in this quest the players have been hired 
to hunt down a ferocious dragon! This is a level five adventure for both new and experienced players. You to hunt down a ferocious dragon! This is a level five adventure for both new and experienced players. You 
can bring your own dragonslayer or use a premade character from the library.can bring your own dragonslayer or use a premade character from the library.

Poster Making for Teens
Thursday, Mar 16th | 3:30-4:30pm | Collaboratory
Grades 6-12 | Click to register

Posters are a great way to make a statement or capture an idea, whether you’re creating a vision board, Posters are a great way to make a statement or capture an idea, whether you’re creating a vision board, 
wall art, advertising your business, or fighting for a cause. Using basic graphic design principles, collage wall art, advertising your business, or fighting for a cause. Using basic graphic design principles, collage 
materials, paint, and other media, we will design our very own posters, scan them, and make them into materials, paint, and other media, we will design our very own posters, scan them, and make them into 
high-quality prints using the Collaboratory’s poster printer!high-quality prints using the Collaboratory’s poster printer!

Unique Careers: An Exploration Event for Teen Girls
Saturday, Mar 18th | 9:45am-12noon | Community Room | Grades 7-12
Click to register
Join us for a fast-paced, engaging, and interactive way to learn about careers you may not have Join us for a fast-paced, engaging, and interactive way to learn about careers you may not have 
considered before. considered before. 

Learn Magic the Gathering for Parents (and kids too!)
Tuesday, Mar 21st | 6-8pm | Children’s Program Room | Parents & Kids Grades K-8
Click to register
Have you ever wanted to play Magic the Gathering with your family? This program goes over the benefits Have you ever wanted to play Magic the Gathering with your family? This program goes over the benefits 
of running a Magic family game night and also goes over how to play the game yourselves. We will be of running a Magic family game night and also goes over how to play the game yourselves. We will be 
covering the basics on how to play as well as where to find free materials you can use for your game. covering the basics on how to play as well as where to find free materials you can use for your game. 
Starter decks and playmats will be provided to all new players. Starter decks and playmats will be provided to all new players. 

STEM Explorers: Civil Engineering 
Tuesday, Mar 21st | 6:30-7:30pm | Collins Room | Grades 5-8 | Click to register
Choate Robotics will be partnering with the Wallingford Public Library to launch a new STEM program Choate Robotics will be partnering with the Wallingford Public Library to launch a new STEM program 
centered around exploring different types of engineering. Each session, we will learn about a new centered around exploring different types of engineering. Each session, we will learn about a new 
engineering discipline, such as chemical, civil, environmental, robotics, or mechanical engineering, by engineering discipline, such as chemical, civil, environmental, robotics, or mechanical engineering, by 
completing a fun, hands-on project! In this session we will learn about civil engineering with a bridge-completing a fun, hands-on project! In this session we will learn about civil engineering with a bridge-
building activity. building activity. 

Sublimation Bookmarks
Wednesday, Mar 22nd | 3:15-4:30pm | Collaboratory | Grades 6-12 | Click to register
Learn how to use the Collaboratory’s newest piece of equipment—a sublimation printer! This printer Learn how to use the Collaboratory’s newest piece of equipment—a sublimation printer! This printer 
uses special inks so we can transfer designs and photographs to various surfaces—in this case a metal uses special inks so we can transfer designs and photographs to various surfaces—in this case a metal 
bookmark. You’ll learn how to set up and print your design and then how to transfer the design to the bookmark. You’ll learn how to set up and print your design and then how to transfer the design to the 
bookmark.bookmark.

Decorate Your Own Clay Plant Pot
Thursday, Mar 30th | 6-7:30pm | Collaboratory | Click to register
Get ready for spring by decorating a clay plant pot. You can paint, draw, add embellishments, and even Get ready for spring by decorating a clay plant pot. You can paint, draw, add embellishments, and even 
wrap your pot with yarn! Once your pot is complete, you can plant flower or herb seeds from our Seed wrap your pot with yarn! Once your pot is complete, you can plant flower or herb seeds from our Seed 
Library!Library!

http://bit.ly/3HITtEX
http://bit.ly/3JLHVDr
http://bit.ly/3RG78kq
https://wallingford.librarycalendar.com/event/unique-career-exploration-teen-girls
http://bit.ly/3YtYTLf
http://bit.ly/3JKYr6G
http://bit.ly/3RJBxOV
http://bit.ly/3I3pYyR


The book Ship of Theseus by V.M. Straka does 
not exist—except for a single copy owned 
by the Laguna Verde High School Library. 
Two library patrons have begun leaving marginal notes3 within this copy of the book. As they 
continue to read the novel they leave notes communicating with each other and eventually 
realize the translator of the book has left some cryptic clues about the true identity of the author. 
They begin to examine ways the book offers hints about the author’s mysterious past and share 
with each other newspaper clippings, postcards, letters, and photocopies within the pages of 
the book. Readers curious about Ship of Thesus may find this book in their own public library 
published under the title S. (ABR) written by J.J. Abrams and Doug Dorst.

The great part about all of these books is 

that because of their unusual text structure 

many of them are not as dense as they might appear on the outside. 

This will come as a relief when you consider the 1,600+ page novel 
TheMystery.doc (MCI) by Matthew McIntosh. Flipping through the book 
you will find many pages that contain only a few words or just a single 
photo. The book follows an author struggling to write his second novel. In 
between drafts of his manuscript you will also find his private texts, emails, 
pop-up ads, photographs, redactions, and other notes. The book places the 
reader in the position of voyeur, trying to separate the man from the author 
by analysing his interactions with his computer and his communications 
with other people. The entire reading experience feels like opening a time 
capsule from the early internet years. There are also copious amounts of 
redacted text for the reader to parse.

15

House of Leaves (DAN) by Mark Z. Danielewski is one of the most 
well-known examples of ergodic fiction. Flipping through the pages may 
discourage potential readers because it looks absolutely intimidating, but it 
is actually one of the more approachable examples. Everyone has their own 
way to describe its multi-layered plot, but here is my go: House of Leaves is 
about a man named Johnny who begins to experience episodes of madness 
after discovering a manuscript (written by a blind man) which is a critical 
analysis of a film that doesn’t exist (The Navidson Record) and documents 
a couples’ move into their new home, including their discovery that their 
house is bigger on the inside than the outside. The entire book is compiled 
by a group of editors who also provide commentery throughout the text. 
The text visibly changes fonts to make it clear which character or narrative 

layer is currently being presented. Many of the more unusual pages also include text in different 
layouts to parallel the explorations and shape of the mysterious house. Despite this elaborate 
premise and structure, what makes House of Leaves so much more approachable than many 
other ergodic works is that you can read everything presented in the book as it comes or pick and 
choose which plotlines to follow. If you are more interested in the Navidson couple, you can gloss 
over Johnny’s musings and possibly return to them separately. Ergodic literature is sometimes 
defined by the ability of the reader to make decisions on how to approach the text1, accumulating 
or skipping elements in order to experience the work in their own personal method.

Ergodic Literature by Chris 
Ciemniewski

If you are viewing this newsletter digitally, 
good luck! You can click any of the titles 
below to view them in the catalog.

Last Words—

1. For example, you have the option to read this footnote 
in one of a few ways. You can read it after you finish the 
introductory paragraph,  you can read it as the footnote 
is encountered within the text, you may come back and 
read it after you’ve finished reading ALL of the primary 
text of this article, or you may never read it at all.* In 
any case, when you choose to receive this information is 
entirely dependent upon you!

2. This book is 
recommended 
for adult readers 
who grew up 
loving the 
Choose Your 
Own Adventure 
series. 

3. If you ever 
enjoyed reading 
Harry and 
Ron’s notes in 
Fantastic Beasts 
and Where 
to Find Them 
you are sure 
to appreciate 
this similar, 
but much 
more elaborate 
premise. 

My colleague Cindy recently told me how Lincoln in the Bardo was one of the most 
structurally challenging book club selections to date. While most novels have very standardized literary formats, 
Lincoln in the Bardo is written almost like a theatrical play. It got me thinking about ergodic literature and 
books that challenge standard narrative conventions. While the definition is fluid, ergodic literature generally 
places equal emphasis on how the work is structured and navigated as it does on its story. However, it’s 
probably easier to show you rather than try to describe it...

Hopscotch (COR) by 
Julio Cortazar emphasizes 
the ability of the reader 
to choose to read only the 
information that interests 
them. For the most part it 
is written like a standard 
novel, but only the most 
minimal information 
is provided in the text 
proper.†

The most 
highbrow book 
on this list might 
be People of 
Paper (SAL) 
by Salvador 
Plascencia. 
Written in 
various styles 
and told with a 
magical realism 
tone, the book 
features a group 

of characters at war with either Saturn, 
sadness, or omniscient narrators. In 
a meta sense, the book is about the 
characters of the book fighting against 
the novel itself.
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The Unfortunates by B. S. Johnson 

is a box of 27 unbound chapters that 

can be read in any order.

Pale Fire (NAB) by Vladimir Nabokov features a 4-canto poem followed by a plethora of satirical footnotes.

The Stanley Parable is an 
example of a video game as ergodic 
storytelling.

Bats of the Republic?
DO NOT OPEN!

 These are  These are 
not available not available 

in the   in the   
   catalog!   catalog!

Stanley is on order!
Stanley is on order!

Only Revolutions (DAN) 

by Mark Z. Danielewski is 

read forwards and 
backwards.

You should explain that we were talking You should explain that we were talking 
about Thursday Night Book Club -Cindyabout Thursday Night Book Club -Cindy

friend andfriend and

Do you really need this word?Do you really need this word?

Mr. Spoopy says, 
Mr. Spoopy says, 

‘Always proof it!”
‘Always proof it!”

I really  have to proofread 
I really  have to proofread 

all of this?  -Leah
all of this?  -Leah

Follow This
 T

h
r

https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b14458986?searchId=14060400&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b22987277?searchId=14060469&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/4264a304-8c77-6091-ea56-637e3b9d31d7/Home?searchId=14060476&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b26057311?searchId=14060483&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Union/Search?view=list&showCovers=on&lookfor=hopscotch+cortazar&basicType=Keyword&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b12708264?searchId=14060488&recordIndex=1&page=1
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/GroupedWork/64e663a1-5297-77f5-d46c-36d9c03bca79/Home?searchId=14060491&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://wa.catalog.lionlibraries.org/Record/.b1662760x?searchId=14060498&recordIndex=1&page=1


† After finishing the first half of the novel, notations at the end 
of each chapter will lead the reader to the “expendable chapters” 
making up the back half of the book. These chapters provide more 
context and information about characters and events that are not 
necessarily essential to the main story, but change how readers 
interpret the main plot. It is up to the reader to choose whether 
they are satisfied enough with the story as is or if they want the 
information provided in these extra chapters. One person might 
read through the entire story before considering the “expendable 
chapters” while another reader might read each and every chapter 
as they are presented. It’s up to you, the reader, to determine how 
you want to approach the book2 and the order in which you want all 
the information presented. 

‡ There are many other great examples of books that are meta or 
epistolary but not quite ergodic. Here is an incomprehensive list of 
those titles in no particular order: Extremely Loud and Incredibly 
Close by Jonathan Safran Foer, The Strange Library by Haruki 
Murakami,  Multiple Choice by Alejandro Zambra, Illuminae by 
Amie Kaufman, The Selected Works of T.S. Spivet by Reif Larsen, 
Night Film by Marisha Pessl, The Tapper Twins by Geoff Rodkey, 
The Raw Shark Texts by Steven Hall, Parabola by Lily Hoang, 
Scorch Atlas by Black Butler, Dracula by Bram Stoker, Moby-Dick 
by Herman Melville, Always Coming Home by Ursula LeGuin, 
Cybertext—Perspectives on Ergodic Literature by Espen J. Aarseth

Monday - Friday
9:30am -  9pm

Saturday
9:30am - 5pm

Sunday (thru April)
12noon - 4pm

Scheduled Closings

No Scheduled Closings

We’re here for you 
every day in March!

In Others’ Words...

200 North Main Street200 North Main Street
Wallingford, CT 06492Wallingford, CT 06492

I        I like this player. It played well. It did not give up. It is reading our thoughts as though they were 
words on a screen. That is how it chooses to imagine many things, when it is deep in the dream of a 
game. Words make a wonderful interface. Very flexible. And less terrifying than staring at the reality 
behind the screen. They used to hear voices. Before players could read. Back in the days when those 
who did not play called the players witches, and warlocks. And players dreamed they flew through the 
air, on sticks powered by demons. What did this player dream? This player dreamed of sunlight and 
trees. Of fire and water. It dreamed it created. And it dreamed it destroyed. It dreamed it hunted, and 
was hunted. It dreamed of shelter. Hah, the original interface. A million years old, and it still works. 

—Julian Gough,  End Poem from Minecraft

March Hours

After a short hiatus, The Bookmark podcast is back! Julie 
and Cindy chat with special guest Jane Fisher, Library 
Director. Listen here: walpublib.org/2NfchmG

Our Creative Technologies Associate Russell created this 
colorful display of shirts in the Collaboratory so you can see 
how the different vinyl colors appear on different shirt colors.

Registration for all programs is required unless otherwise noted.
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Incomplete
?

Incomplete
?

incomprehensible?
incomprehensible?

I made it to the end!I made it to the end!

http://bit.ly/2ACLLuu
https://bit.ly/3adc0tL
http://bit.ly/34fqplA
http://walpublib.org/2NfchmG

