
 

 

Describe yourself in a sentence or two, for example your age and occupation (or, if you do 
not have one, what you like to do). What is your household like? 

What is your day to day routine like now? What has changed? What has not changed? 

What precautions have you taken against the virus? How have you prepared? Were there 
any difficulties (shortages, high prices etc.)? 

What have been the biggest challenges for you during this time? 

Letters to the Library 

I am a self-employed tutor teaching math, science, and English to all grades and ages. I also live alone. So, I 

have the whole house to myself. 

The daily routine has changed week by week, month by month during this pandemic, but in general: Zoom  

meetings, Zoom teachings for 12 hours, Zoom bday parties, Zoom dance classes, keeping up with students and 

their families (texting and calling to make sure things are going ok). 

I already had a box of gloves and a giant bottle of hand sanitizer before 2020. I did stock up on bars of soap 

in early March. I also attended a seminar at Yale Medical School regarding covid-19 in mid February. With  

prior epidemiological research coupled with sociological understandings of fellow Americans, I started to do 

data analysis and allow that analysis to reveal a story as to how this pandemic would most likely unfold: From 

the overly skeptic to overly cautious and everything in between. It became clear that three simple actions can 

significantly slow down the pandemic: Don't touch one's face, wash hands with soap and water, wear a mask. 

The CDC initially advised everyone wearing masks was not necessary; I thought perhaps the CDC did not want 

to create a situation in which everyone was hoarding masks. Nonetheless, I helped to streamline mask       

production so that not only healthcare workers would have enough masks, but there would be enough masks 

for ordinary citizens. Also, while delivery food to families in need, I would give each family a bar of soap.    

Occasionally, friends would ask me to talk to skeptical family members and try to inform them about the    

seriousness of the virus. So, there were a few Zoom meetings that involved informing friends of friends. 

Teaching 5 different students in 5 different subjects without being able to see the work they have written down 

in their notebooks, but needing to know the students so well that you can predict the most common mistakes 

and address those mistakes in not only a calm manner but also in a way that will allow the student to grow, all 

while cooking lunch, because there isn't anyone else to cook lunch. If I could do it again, I would definitely hire a 

live-in assistant to help with odds and ends. 



How have you stayed busy? 

Have there been any positives to this situation? 

What local Wallingford places/businesses do you miss most? 

How have you stayed social while social distancing? 

What is the first thing you are doing when things go back to normal?  

Tutoring 50 students, networking with healthcare professionals and non-profits to provide PPE, organizing food 

donation drives, volunteering at local soup kitchen, writing music, learning languages, at work workouts, etc. 

Yes, developing a stronger connection with students. Getting students to become even more invested in their 

own education. Jogging in the forest trails. Taking photos of sunrises. Reconnecting with old friends. 

Wallingford Library <3 

Zoom dinner sessions; Zoom dance classes; Zoom adult trivia; I even created random Google Forms to send to 

friends to allow them to share their thoughts and feelings.  

Finding the last person who hugged me and giving them a hug back. 



How did you celebrate the Holidays? Did you see family in person, digitally, or not at all?  

How will you be celebrating Wallingford’s 350th Jubilee? If you were here for the 325th   
Jubilee, do you have any memories you would like to share? 

What do you miss most about the Wallingford Public Library? What is the first thing you 
will be doing when you can come back into the building? 

Photos: 

I don't have any family. 

N/A 

I miss the friendly library staff. First thing I'll be doing: Tutoring 
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