
 

 

Describe yourself in a sentence or two, for example your age and occupation (or, if you do 
not have one, what you like to do). What is your household like? 

What is your day to day routine like now? What has changed? What has not changed? 

What precautions have you taken against the virus? How have you prepared? Were there 
any difficulties (shortages, high prices etc.)? 

Letters to the Library 

I am a wife and mama of three active kids:one at MYB, one at LH and one middle grader whom I homeschool. 

My grandma who is 89 also lives with us. We are a full house, always outside, usually with coffee in hand, likely 

reading or looking in the trees where the kids are climbing. 

My two "off to school kids" are now back home as distance learners - which is not at all like homeschooling. 

Our homeschool routine usually took us out an about every day to the library, coffee shops, museums, classes 

and parks. Now my homeschooler has taken over the living room, dining room and front porch domain because 

he needs a lot of room to spread out and move around. My husband whose commute was usually only a four 

minute walk is commuting from the bed to the office now set up in our bedroom. Our library/office has become a 

Kindergarten Rainforest and Google Classroom meeting space, my daughters room has become an online high 

school and improv recording studio, the boys room is now an epic Lego wonderland and comic book studio. My 

kitchen requires much more attention with all of the meals. One things that hasn't changed is that Gram is still 

folding the laundry in her room as always. We've always been an eat dinner together kind of family so we are 

used to gathering around the table and we are enjoying having most meals together inside and outside when 

possible. We are members of the YMCA , and the kids do parkour and judo but since gyms been closed we have 

used our shed as a makeshift gym and we built an obstacle rig for the kids in the back yard.  

As things progressed in late February we did add a few extra pantry items each week to our groceries, so the 

first few weeks of Quarantine we did not need to get many groceries besides produce which we got from a 

local farm. Because my grandmother is health compromised we closed our doors to any and all guests on 

March 13. We began using InstaCart for grocery delivery and we wiped down all groceries outside before 

bringing them in the house. We leave all mail and packages for a few days before opening them. After    

Mother's Day we began allowing my mom and my sister who were both quarantining here to visit with Gram. 

It is unlikely that we will have any other guests to our home in the near future to protect Gram from the risks 

she especially faces with this virus. It has not been easy to have hard conversations about what would happen 

if she got sick, but we have had them, we have cried together, we have planned our course of action, and 

now we just be as careful as we can and enjoy every day that we have.  



How have you stayed busy? 

Have there been any positives to this situation? 

What local Wallingford places/businesses do you miss most? 

How have you stayed social while social distancing? 

Teaching 2 out of 3 kids has kept the days busy! As a family we have taken many hikes including Mica Ledges, 

Choate trails, and East Rock Park. At home I have been boxing on our heavy bag and am learning new home 

workouts. I have read numerous books, studied my Bible, learned to sew, and watched my husband learn to 

make delicious sourdough bread. I frequently call and text family. I've also supported my kids with their ideas 

including building a rain forest, doing Lego stop motion videos, building a recording studio, building a mobile 

garden bed out of supplies we had in our shed, and playing board games including one called Pandemic. For  

memorial day weekend we camped out in our back yard for the weekend.  

Our biggest positive change is that everyday at 8:30 am we gather together for a daily bible study led by     

someone in the family. Its been a great joy to grow and learn and pray together every morning. It has been an 

opportunity to talk with my family ages 6 to 89 about life, challenges, what is important, what we are thankful 

for,and who is on our mind. Everyone joins the conversation and it is filled with such love for each other and our 

neighbors- it has helped us get our day going every day and is something we all look forward to. We have      

already begun talking about how we might transition this time in the future. 

We miss the library - where my son and I would do schoolwork at least twice a week. We are thankful that the 

Eatery has stayed open for pick-up but we miss gathering there with friends for lunch. We miss popping into 

downtown restaurants while out on a walk and saying hello to friends and neighbors. 

For numerous reasons I was a hold-out on all platforms of social media for the last 15 years while most of my 

friends have joined in. After the first week of Quarantine I decided to join Instagram as a way to see what friends 

were up to and share our own adventures. My family has always had a group family text so we have been   

keeping that stream filled everyday. We also started weekly extended family zoom calls and the kids have a   

separate cousin call. Our family lives across CT and NY so its been our new gathering place each week. We     

attend church online and have joined in on meetings and calls with friends. 

What have been the biggest challenges for you during this time? 

The second week of quarantine my son and I bumped into each other and the object in his hand pierced my   

eardrum. It was excruciatingly painful, but in terms of emergency, after a call to the doctor and a lot of online 

reading the risk of and ER visit was too high so I've been healing at home. I've had two tele-health doctors visits 

which aren't especially useful with an ear injury since they can't see what is going on. I've had ringing in my 

ears, temporary deafness, and sensitivity to sound and water. As I have been healing in my ear I have been 

learning a great deal about listening and it has been a good opportunity for me to challenge myself to become a 

more sincere listener. I had my head wrapped and ear covered for a few weeks and a friend said I reminded her 

of a Van Gogh painting, so I decided to draw a portrait of myself in Van Gogh style with my ear wrapped.  



How did you celebrate the Holidays? Did you see family in person, digitally, or not at all?  

How will you be celebrating Wallingford’s 350th Jubilee? If you were here for the 325th   

What do you miss most about the Wallingford Public Library? What is the first thing you 
will be doing when you can come back into the building? 

We set leprechaun traps for St. Patrick's Day, we pulled lots of pranks on each other for April Fools, we watched 

the Sight and Sound theater production of Jesus for Good Friday, we shared gifts with neighborhood kids on 

their porches for Easter. We zoomed my son's 10th birthday with family and friends, we did leave to visit my 

mom for Mother's Day (a must) and likely we will celebrate my 40th birthday here at home since the gathering 

restrictions have not been lifted.  

We have not decided since the gatherings are still limited. We might have another neighborhood front yard   

happy hour.  

The books!! We are in the borrow 30+ books a week club and we have already consumed all that we borrowed 

the day before the library closed. We will likely go around and greet all the staff who we are used to chatting 

with every week when we come to do schoolwork.  

What is the first thing you are doing when things go back to normal?  

I have to be honest I'm not sure there will be a going back to normal for our family. I think some of the impact of 

not only the quarantine but the pandemic as a whole will have long lasting repercussions on those with        

compromised health. I am thankful that my grandma was with us and not alone in a nursing home with no    

visitors, but moving forward will be challenging. That being said, if it is safe again for her to go out, I'm going to 

take my Gram for a maple walnut ice cream at Sweet Creams. Until then I will get it for her curbside pickup! 
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